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Gospel Reflections Advent Reminds Us God is Near Donal Neary SJ

A poet wrote: "‘when I am an old woman I shall wear purple', to remind her that life can
be different day by day or that she might be personally noticed and change her life.
This time of the year the Church wears purple and we remind ourselves that Jesus
is near, that life can be different and that we can change our lives.

The gospel from John the Baptist encourages a change in our lives. We would look
on ourselves and regret what we should regret - our sins, our meanness, our minor
faults and failings, our injustices and hurt of others. In his time the people would
immerse themselves in the river and be forgiven. We can immerse ourselves in the
healing and forgiving love of God in many ways, including the sacrament of recon-
ciliation (penance, confession). We can immerse ourselves in the mood of waiting
for Christmas, and take this on the spiritual level and well as the ordinary. All of the
weeks of Advent can be a preparation for the way of the Lord, which we will hear of
during the readings of the coming year. This is a time of joyful waiting, knowing we
cannot be let down. The purple of Advent is not the purple of mourning but of joyful
anticipation - like when we dress in the football team's colours early in the morning
to look forward to a match.

If we take time for the spiritual preparation with soe prayer, sacraments (maybe go
to Mass once or twice a week, or daily for Advent), and if we help our neighbour a
bit more than usual, then nothing of all the preparations can be just secular. Every-
thing of this month can remind us of God... trees, lights, carols, parties, Santa hats,
cards, gift-buying - all reminders that God is near.
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Give us this day our daily bread and daily truth, Lord God.  jHiiedai siidih D

PARISH CONTACTS

Fr Aquinas Duffy : 0404 67196 // Fr Gerard Deegan : 0404 67133
Parish Office: 0404 61699

parishofficewicklow@gmail.com

Office opening times

Monday - Friday: 10am - 12.30pm
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THIS WEEK WE REMEMBER NEXT WEEK WE REMEMBER

SATURDAY Robert & Annette Salley (A) Michael Redmond,
BARNDARRIG 7.30PM | Billy Rooney (Remembrance) Fr. Raphael Cleary,

Robert Lawlor (RD) Mary Byrne (A)

Patrick Redmond (A)
SUNDAY Kay Dowling (A)
KILBRIDE 9.00AM
SUNDAY Johnny Lott (A), Maureen Byrne (A)
BRITTAS BAY 12Noon Michael Doyle, John Doyle,

Daniel Slattery

WEDNESDAY
BARNDARRIG 10AM

KILBRIDE, BARNDARRIG & BRITTAS BAY PARISH
1st December 2024

ENVELOPE/ CHURCH COLLECTION - goes towards maintaining our parish - €200
1ST COLLECTION / COMMON FUND - pays salaries of Priests of Diocese - €395
2ND COLLECTION / SHARE FUND - goes towards Diocesan Administration - € 158

ST READING: Zephaniah 3:14-18
PSALM: lIsaiah12

ECOND READING: 1Philippians 4:4-7
GOSPEL : Luke 3:10-18

e Unit 2, First Floor, The Rosary
& Somony 9 Rear of Boots Pharmacy, continues every Friday
) Abbey Street, Wicklow

morning in St Mary’s

Have you, or a family member, -
been diagnosed with Cancer? Ch urcﬁ, Bd’i”l’l«dil’}”}’lg at 1oam.

verybody is ver
We’re here to help - [Cf Y y ,y Y
All our services are free of charge welcome to join us f or some
0404 32696 or 086 821 6694 b e‘:lutffu[ ttme out M”ﬁdé
Email info@wicklowcancersupport.ie Sﬁa:}’t’ng the Rosary with one
Open: Mon-Fri: 10.00-5.00. another.

Closed for lunch 1-2p.m.
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Baptism in the St. Mantan Pastoral Area

Wicklow First Saturday 2pm
Third Sunday 1pm
Rathnew Fourth Saturday  2pm SAAS
A
Ashford First Sunday 12 noon
Glenealy Third Saturday 12 noon li A P I
BBK Second Saturday  2pm ISM

Baptism Meeting - De La Salle Centre at 8pm on Thursday 12th December

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Ashford: 1st Friday after Mass

Wicklow: Mondays and Thursdays after Mass

Kilbride: 1st Thursday at 7pm (Divine Mercy)

Brittas Bay: Tuesdays at 9am

Feast of the Immaculate Conception

The feast day will be celebrated on ﬁ %

Society of St.Vincent de Paul

Monday, 9th December. It is not a
holy day. The Masses for the day are

as follows:
Wicklow 10.00am
Ashford 10.00am The Annual Christmas
Rathnew  7.00pm Vincent de Paul

Collection will take place
at all Masses this weekend
— 7" and 8" December.
Donations may also be left
in the Parish Office.

Barndarrig 7.30pm




Your contribution to the Church is your
appreciation for your parish. If you would like
to become a regular contributor to the

Parish, please fill in this slip and return to
Parish Office or Sacristy

LET’S
APPROACH
CHRISTMAS

WITH AN
EXPECTANT
HUSH,
RATHER THAN
A LAST-
MINUTE
RUSH.

Unknown

www.healthyspirituality.org



